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Donington Park Round 1 2017 

 

With the long winter now behind us it was all eyes on to round 1. After 5 

days in total of successful testing and endless hours of training it was 

time to put all the practice to use. 

 

For 2017 we have a new format, previously we had one free practice 

and two qualifying sessions leading up to the race. This year we now 

have two free practices and one qualifying session. For me this is better 

as we now get chance to try some more things with the bike without 

too much at risk if it isn’t right. 

 

FP 1- 

 

The aim for this session was to 

get a feel for what the bike 

was doing and to concentrate 

on my feedback to relay to my 

suspension technician. These 

two sessions are really crucial 

for the weekend. They can 

make or break the race result. 

Furthermore, if we do our work 

and focus on the bikes set up 

and the longevity of the tyres it can make the race a lot easier for me. 

Another point is to make the bike easy to ride so it doesn't tire me out. If 

the bike was really unstable and trying to rip the bars from my hands it 

would soon take it out of my body. 

 

At the end of the session I finished 8th. Positions don't really mean a lot 

to us on a Friday. From this session I got some valuable information 

about the bikes characteristics which could help us move forward for 

FP2. 

 

FP2- 

 

With changes made to the chassis of the bike it was time to go out a 

feel the effects of our tweaks. The bike began to feel like it was doing 

what I wanted so I was happy with this. Throughout the session I felt the 

throttle connection was too harsh. By this I mean when I was asking for 
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little amount of throttle, around 20%, it 

was coming too hard and making it 

hard to keep a constant throttle. This 

affected around the slower corners 

which was where it was most 

noticeable. Overall this was a good 

session and it set up nicely for qualifying.  

After de briefing with the team and 

discussing about the throttle 

connection, they put the bike on the dyno and dialled it in smoother 

with the fuelling of the bike. They made the bike richer off the bottom 

which made it a lot more rider friendly. 

 

 

Qualifying- 

 

Rain over night meant 

a damp session for us. 

Not ideal but it was 

the same for 

everyone. With the 

bike softened off I 

used the first part of 

the session just to 

build in to it. The track 

began to dry quickly 

which meant the last 

part of the session 

would be the fastest as track conditions improved. I tried to be tactical 

and came in for a new rear wet tyre for the remaining 8 minutes of the 

session. As I entered the last turn, Goddard’s, on my first flying lap the 

red flag was displayed meaning the session was stopped for a fallen 

rider. Therefore, my fast lap wasn't counted and with only a few 

minutes remaining the session was concluded. This left me starting from 

a miserable 23rd on the grid. 

 

Race- 

 

After being fastest in warm up things looked good for the race. I had 

practiced my starts at the end of each free practice session and was 

feeling ready. 

 

Lining up in 23rd brought it home how much work I had to do, my 

elbows were sharp and I was ready for the battle. As the lights went out 

I made a strong start jumping the row in front of me before I clicked 

2nd gear. Turn 1 I snuck up the inside and made some good progress. 

After a hectic first lap I made up 10 positions. I kept my head down 
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and plugged away 

picking off riders one 

by one. On lap 5 I had 

broken through a 

group of riders and 

found myself 3 

seconds from the 

battling group for 5th. I 

charged hard for 3 

laps and could only 

make a few tenths on 

the group ahead. On 

around lap 9 of 14 I 

dug in and put everything in to catching them. Lap 11 and I had 

bridged the gap and then started to pick my way through them. As I 

crossed the line on lap 14, the final lap, I finished 5th. I ha d made up 18 

places after a very challenging race. My lap times were faster than the 

four in front of me which was a good positive. 

 

Overall I was happy the race and felt I showed some good pace to 

take into round 2 at Brands Hatch on Easter weekend.  

 

 

 

 

I just want to say a big thank you to all my sponsors for making it all 

possible. 
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