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Thruxton BSB 2016  

 

It was a short journey up to Thruxton in Wiltshire for round 6 of 

the British Superbike Championship. 

 

Free Practice- with the 

weekend set to be 

consistently dry and warm 

for a change it was good 

to have dry sessions to set 

the bike up. We were 

confident that from the off 

the bikes set up wouldn't 

be far away, we always try 

to construct our sessions the best we can to get the most out 

of them. Therefore, for this session I used the first 10 minutes to 

get my lines right and get my head up to speed which didn't 

take long. For the remaining 15 minutes of the session we 

used it to improve the bike set up, to do this we used a two 

stop strategy where we done two pit stops in which we 

would change the bikes suspension set up in each stop. This 

worked well and I managed to post a good time which put 

me fastest for majority of the session. With a few laps of the 

session left I posted a 1:20:415 which was the fastest of the 

session until a few laps later a rider went faster by 0.345 of a 

second to put me 2nd at the end of the session. This was a 

positive start to the weekend and I was feeling comfortable 

on the bike. 

 

Q1- after a good start to the 

weekend and the bike feeling 

strong we made a gearing 

change for this session. 

Immediately in this session I 

noticed the gearing was a big 
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improvement so I was feeling confident. At this time in the 

day the air temperature was very warm, around 26 degrees. 

This meant the tyre life was short and with the track being 

very abrasive that was never going to help. So I dropped the 

hammer from the off with my new tyres and went for it. On 

lap 3 I posted my fastest time of the weekend with a 1:19:835. 

This put me 2nd for majority of the session as after my quick 

lap the tyres had done their best and they began to lose lots 

of grip. So we used the rest of the session to set the bike up 

on used tyres and that was going to be a big factor 

throughout the weekend. With a few minutes of the session 

left I got pipped from second and finished the session in 3rd. 

This was a positive start to the weekend.  

 

Q2- just like in q1 the air 

temperature was high but 

this time a few degrees 

cooler. Therefore I went out 

with the same mind set, just 

to go for it from the start! On 

my first flying lap I done my 

best time of the weekend 

with a 1:19:7 but then on the next lap I found 0.7 of a second 

and done a 1:19:089 so I was happy with this and it bumped 

me up to 1st. In addition, that was my new personal best lap 

around the circuit. However, just like q1 my tyre was done 

within just 5 laps. This meant I didn't go any quicker 

throughout the session. I was pole for majority of the session 

but with just minutes remaining I got pipped by two rivals and 

qualified 3rd, this was still good and it was my 4th front row of 

the year.  

 

Race- with a front row 

start at my local round I 

was more than fired up 

and ready for this race. 

As the lights went out I 

got a really good jump 

and was 1st round the first turn. I lead the first lap until the 

back straight which lead into the final turn where I got 
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slipstreamed and 

crossed the line in 

2nd on lap 1. It is 

hard for me to 

describe each lap 

as the race was 

very hectic but so 

much fun with lots of 

passing going on, I 

lead the race a few times but I mostly sat in 2nd and 3rd. I 

was really enjoying the race and felt really strong; I felt I had 

the pace to win. On lap 10 coming in to the final turn I was 

3rd and then one come past me and 2nd place pushing 2nd 

place wide, I tried to take the gap but then backed out of it. 

Suddenly on the next part of the chicane this bike appears 

on the inside of me where there was no room which meant 

the only place for this rider to go was in the side of me which 

turned into me being taken out. I was very disappointed and 

massively frustrated as I was having an awesome race in 

which I felt I would have at least got a podium.  

 

I now have to put this behind me and look forward to Brands 

Hatch on the 5-7th of August. I am now 3rd in the 

championship so I aim to score good points at Brands. 

 

I would just like to say thank you to all my sponsors and 

everyone that came to support me at the weekend. 
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