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Brands Hatch Final Round 

 

The 12th and final round of the 2016 season headed to Brands Hatch 

where we raced the Grand Prix layout. 

 

Going into this race weekend I was 8 points from 3rd in the 

championship. However, the rules state that the top 3 in the 

championship must move on to another class. Therefore, finishing 4th 

would leave another door open for the 2017 season. 

 

Free Practice- as it is now October the 

mornings are cold, our first session was a 

bit chilly and the track temperature was 

very low. Also there was a fair few damp 

patches around the lap from rain the 

night before. This was frustrating as we 

could have done with a fully dry session 

due to us trying a different gearing than 

we had used before at this circuit. We 

got the most out of this session that we 

could considering the conditions, after an 

out lap assessing the conditions we sat in 

pit lane for 10 minutes to let the 

conditions improve. With 15 minutes 

remaining I headed out and just gauged the track and built up. When 

the chequered flag came out I ended up 7th in this session, this didn't 

have a great meaning as the conditions were so iffy. 

 

Q1- with a few minor suspension 

tweaks and a dry track it was 

time to get some good laps 

under our belts. The first half of 

the 25 minute session was for 

getting the bike dialled in as 

best as we could and to get my 

head up to speed. After a few 

flying laps I felt the bike was in 

the ball park regarding set up. 

Me personally also had some tweaking too with my riding and lines. So 

after a pit stop with 15 minutes remaining I was aiming to put 

Logo designed by: 

http://www.bradjonesracing.co.uk/


http://www.bradjonesracing.co.uk/ 
 

everything together and see what we could do. In the remaining 

minutes there was a few areas I was struggling with, e.g. The final sector. 

This was partly down to me and the bike needed improving slightly in 

this sector. When the session ended I finished up 7th which wasn't a 

bad place to start the weekend as I felt I had some positive 

improvements to be made. After this session I concentrated on where I 

was slow and why. This would then help my crew chief understand 

what was happening with the bike and also myself, this is all part of the 

debrief we do after every session. 

 

Q2- in typical fashion, just before we went out for this session, it started 

drizzling...nightmare! One half of the track was dry and the back half 

was damp. It was touch and go whether times would improve in this 

session. I completed one out lap to test conditions; it was damp but 

drying out the back end of the circuit. We as a team decided it was 

best to sit in pit lane and watch the timing screens to see if times came 

down. With 12 minutes to go I headed out and at this stage the track 

was improving rapidly. After stringing some fairly good laps together I 

posted my fastest time of the weekend with a 1:31:3. Unfortunately on 

my best lap I caught some slower riders in the last sector and this lost 

me valuable tenths. So I ended the session 8th for Sunday's race. 

 

Race- the forecast was 

correct…rain! It was shame we 

couldn't get our last race of the 

year in the dry as I was 

confident I had good race 

pace. But it was the same for 

everyone, so I planned to just 

build up and find the grip levels. 

As the lights went out it was 

steady away but by turn 2 I 

managed to clinch 6th. Lap by 

lap I built my pace and by lap 

5 I was up to 4th and hot on the tails of the leaders. On the start of lap 6 

the red flags came out bringing the race to an abrupt end. With a 6 

lap dash rescheduled in it was hammer time. Again a good start and I 

moved up to 3rd by turn 1. I tried to chase down the leaders and close 

the few second gap. I had a good feeling with the bike which was 

great to have in wet conditions like we were experiencing. With a few 

laps to go I got passed and sat in 4th. The guys in front of me increased 

the pace slightly and when I tried to respond I was having some 

sketchy moments. With a huge gap behind I decided to play safe as I 

wanted a finish. So a 4th place to end the year with was great! I just 

missed out on 3rd in the championship by a mere 2 points which is 

annoying; however it does give me an option to enter the 

championship again in 2017. 
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Overall I have had a great year with many race winning challenging 

races which has been great for my profile! All this is down to CPE 

Motosport and all my sponsors who have given me what I needed 

throughout the year to make it all happen, so thanks a million to every 

one of you and I hope you’ve enjoyed following my progress this 

season.  

 

Throughout the winter I will keep you posted on what is going on for 

2017 and keep you up to date.  
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