
Round 7 - Thruxton



We didn’t get off to a great start in FP1, when our gearbox went, 
although I did complete the full session. I couldn’t really push on and find 
out where the bike needed improving which definitely put us on the back foot 
for the weekend. The team did a great in swapping the engine to solve the issue 
before FP2, 3.5 hours later! 

Round 7 of the Dickies British Supersport was at my home round, Thruxton! We were looking for a strong 
weekend after the hard work we put in at Brands Hatch 2 weeks ago. It was great knowing I had so much 
support from friends and sponsors here, and the weather was even good enough for a BBQ with meat 
provided by my awesome sponsors A.W Andrews Butchers!



With the gearbox sorted after swapping the engine, I was able to push on more in FP2. I struggled to achieve any 
decent lap time all session and struggled with the turning and rear end of the bike. Of course Thruxton is known for 
its abuse on the tyres, so we planned to do a run on the same tyre to see what its longevity was like. I sat in joint 11th 
going into qualifying, which wasn’t really where we wanted to be, but after the gearbox issues, we were only 1.6 
seconds down from P1. We had some direction for the qualifying on Saturday, so that was positive.



With only having one session that we managed to get anything from I felt like we weren’t ready for the qualifying with 
the set up etc. We changed the bike a lot before the session, by putting a harder spring in the rear and raising the 
engine by about 3mm. That doesn’t sound a lot I know, but it does make a big difference. We improved the bike in 
some areas but slightly affected it in others, which was frustrating! But my times were a lot better than Friday, which 
meant we were going in the right direction, but our time still wasn’t good enough to give me a good grid position. I 
ended the session in 11th in class, but 13th on the grid. I wasn’t too pleased about starting from the 5th row(!), but 
I was looking forward to getting stuck in for some good battles.



Considering my poor qualifying, I knew I had some work to do! But with a good start I managed to work my way into 
10th after the first lap. I felt good with the front group for around 4 laps, having got up to 8th (6th in class), until the 
tyre started wearing and I dropped like a stone. I ended the race in 12th (10th in class). I suffered with running wide 
on the exits of the turns, and after looking at the data and processing my feedback we could see the rear was too hard 
and it was picking up the front causing it to wonder off line. 



For race 2, we made some changes to the bike to make it a softer. A nasty incident in warm up involving Twyman & 
Allingham (get well soon guys!) meant that the grid was re-shuffled and I was starting the race from 9th, instead of 
12th. I made a much better start off the line to take 8th into the first corner. The bike felt good but again only for about 
5 laps. I really struggled getting the bike to work with worn tyres and ran the remainder of the race managing the situa-
tion. I crossed the line in 12th, 9th in class which wasn’t the result we had hoped for, considering how hard the team 
and I have worked all weekend! 



It was weird & frustrating how my lap times went from being very close to the leaders for the first few laps, to 
almost 2 seconds off a lap for the remaining laps. We are going to have to do some investigating and 
I find out what the issue is. However, some more points on the board and we aim to be back up 
the sharp end at Cadwell in a couple weeks! A big thank you to all my sponsors as always, 
and a big thank you to Palmer Plastering, ABPAC, Southern Van Services, A.W 
Andrews Butchers, Motatec, Russell Docker, Richard Guy and Rusty PT for 
all coming along and being track side this weekend!  


